Michigan provides compassionate release to prisoners with serious medical conditions
through (1) Medical Parole1 and (2) the Executive Clemency process.2

MEDICAL PAROLE
Michigan law confirms the existence of Medical Parole in the state:
The parole board may grant a medical parole for a prisoner determined to be
physically or mentally incapacitated. A decision to grant a medical parole shall be
initiated upon the recommendation of the bureau of health care services and shall
be reached only after a review of the medical, institutional, and criminal records of
the prisoner.3
However, beyond these two sentences, there are no other details in the statute or agency
rules on how the Medical Parole law is implemented. The Michigan Department of
Corrections and the Michigan Parole Board do not have anything in their published policies
or on their websites about Medical Parole.
The Michigan Administrative Code also includes health as one of the many factors the
Parole Board considers in its general parole decisions: “The prisoner’s physical and mental
health, specifically any hospitalizations or treatment for mental illness and any irreversible
physical or mental condition which would reduce the likelihood that he or she would be
able to commit further criminal acts.”4
As of June 1, 2018, the Michigan Legislature is considering several bills related to Medical
Parole and other forms of compassionate release, including (1) House Bill 4101, establishing
parole for “medically frail” prisoners and providing additional guidance on the Medical
Parole criteria, process, and conditions.5

EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY DUE TO A DETERIORATING
AND/OR TERMINAL MEDICAL CONDITION
Michigan’s Executive Clemency guidelines say that initiating a commutation review “may
include, but not be limited to, circumstances in which a prisoner has a deteriorating and/
or terminal medical condition from which he or she is not likely to recover.”6 (emphasis
added)
• In March 2017, Gov. Rick Snyder signed a package of criminal justice bills that
included an effort to speed up review of clemency petitions for seriously ill
prisoners: “At the governor’s request, the parole board will more quickly review a
reprieve, commutation or pardon based in part on a prisoner’s medical condition.”7
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The Governor’s office has not published any data on how many prisoners, if any, have had
their sentences commuted due to a medical condition.
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