
 

 

HB 1413 – Fresh Start for Youth Legislation  

 

Background: In Washington, adult prison sentences are determined largely by an individual’s “offender 

score” which takes into account factors such as prior criminal convictions the individual’s community 

custody status at the time the crime was committed; and the length of time the individual remained crime-

free between offenses. While offender scores and sentencing guidelines are common features of criminal 

justice systems in America, Washington is one of few states the consider felony convictions committed as  

children and adjudicated through the juvenile justice system. HB 1413 would eliminate this practice 

prospectively and provide individuals with sentences inflated by juvenile adjudications to petition 

for resentencing.  

 

FAMM supports HB 1413 because:  

 

Juvenile Adjudications Unnecessarily Inflate Adult Sentences: 

 Juvenile Justice Systems exist in America because realities of brain development require us to 

treat adults and children differently when holding them accountable for criminal behavior. 

Children are more impulsive and have a diminished ability to weigh risks and reward meaning 

behavior as children should not follow an individual for the rest of their life.  

 Washington sentencing policy, through the use of juvenile adjudications in adult sentencing, 

ignores these realities and – by increasing sentences as adults for juvenile convictions – 

essentially punishes an individual twice for behavior when they were children.  

 

Juvenile Adjudications Are Not Reliable Factors for Adult Sentencing Purposes  

 One of the key procedural differences between adult and juvenile justice courts is that the 

juvenile justice court does not utilize juries for deliberation. The judge determines convictions.  

 Legal scholars have noted the importance of juries in criminal procedures, noting that juries can 

help promote judicial and prosecutorial accountability, infuse community values, and apply firm 

thresholds for guilt.  

 Based on this fact, it is inherently problematic for Washington to rely on these convictions, 

which are not held to the same level of scrutiny as other factors of the offender’s score.  

 

Washington’s Use of Juvenile Adjudications in Adult Sentence Exacerbates Racial Disparities:  

 Black youth and youth of color are disproportionately more likely to have a juvenile adjudication 

on their record.  

 As a result, Washington’s use of juvenile adjudications cause grave racial disproportionately in 

adult sentencing.  

 

HB 1413 is a Cost-Effective Solution to Excessive Sentences in Washington: 

 It is estimated that approximately 1,345 could benefit from HB 1413 resentencing provisions. If 

each individual receives a sentence reduction of 1 year, Washington would save over $56 million 

in corrections costs.  

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2387709

