
 

 

 

Arizona: The Case for Time Served Reform (HB 2270, Blackman) 

 

Snapshot of Arizona: 

 With  nearly 42,000 people incarcerated, Arizona’s prison capacity is at 95 percenti 

 The state spends over $1 billion dollar each year on correctionsii  

 The number of people entering prison for nonviolent crimes is growing fast. In fiscal year 

2017, 70 percent of all prison admissions were for nonviolent crimes. iii   

 

Arizona’s sentencing laws lead to long sentences for the wrong people:   

 Arizona law requires all prisoners to serve 85 percent of their sentences, even if they:  

o  Committed nonviolent offenses 

o  Pose no threat to public safety 

o  Played minor roles in their offense, or 

o  Have been rehabilitated.  

 Arizona law locks up large numbers of low-level drug offenders who fill prison cells that 

should be reserved for high-risk offenders.  

 Arizona prisoners stay in prison 25 to 100 percent longer than the national average. Drug 

offenders in particular serve prison terms that are 40 percent longer than the national 

average.iv 

  

Long sentences increases prison populations and costs but don’t make Arizonans safer: 

 Long prison sentences for low-level offenses do not protect the public. Research shows 

that high rates of incarceration of drug offenders does not reduce drug use, overdose 

deaths, or arrests.v   

 Research finds no connection between long prison sentences and lower recidivism rates.  

 A study of Michigan, Maryland, and Florida found that long prison terms did not prevent 

crime or stop offenders from committing crimes after being released.vi   

 

Other states have reformed sentencing laws and increased public safety: 

 Mississippi reduced its time-served requirements for nonviolent offenders in 2014 and 

made the change retroactive in 2018. By 2017, the state had saved $266 million and 

experienced a 5 percent drop in its crime rate.vii 

 In 2017, Louisiana lawmakers reduced time-served requirements for nonviolent offenders 

and granted them parole eligibility after serving 25 percent of their sentences.viii 

Louisiana’s prison population has since declined to a 20-year low, and savings of $1.7 

million have been reinvested in victims’ services.ix 

i Arizona Department of Corrections, “Corrections at a Glace December 2018.”  
ii Arizona Department of Corrections FY 2019 Appropriations Report.  
iii FWD.us, “Arizona’s Imprisonment Crisis: The High Price of Prison Growth,” September, 2018. 
iv FWD.us, “Arizona’s Imprisonment Crisis: The High Price of Prison Growth,” September, 2018. 
v Pew Charitable Trusts, “More Imprisonment Does Not Reduce State Drug Problems,” March 2018.  

                                                      

https://corrections.az.gov/sites/default/files/REPORTS/CAG/2018/cagdec18.pdf
https://corrections.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/PDFs/adc-appropriationsreport_fy2019_0.pdf
https://36shgf3jsufe2xojr925ehv6-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/The-High-Price-of-Prison-Growth.pdf
https://36shgf3jsufe2xojr925ehv6-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/The-High-Price-of-Prison-Growth.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2018/03/more-imprisonment-does-not-reduce-state-drug-problems


                                                                                                                                                                           
vi Pew Charitable Trusts, “Prison Time Served and Recidivism,” October 3, 2013.  
vii Pew Charitable Trusts, “Mississippi Enacts Round 2 of Criminal Justice Reform,” May 2018.  
viii Pew Charitable Trusts, “Louisiana’s 2017 Criminal Justice Reforms,” March 2018.  
ix The Louisiana Weekly, “State’s Prison Population Shrinks,” Oct. 22, 2018. 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-sheets/2013/10/08/prison-time-served-and-recidivism
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/05/14/mississippi-enacts-round-2-of-criminal-justice-reform
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2018/03/louisianas-2017-criminal-justice-reforms
http://www.louisianaweekly.com/states-prison-population-shrinks/

