
         

North Carolina Medical Release Clearinghouse 

 
North Carolina has a process called “Medical Release” to allow people who are very sick in prison, and 

who pose low to no public safety risk, to be considered for release. FAMM and the Duke Wilson Center 

for Science and Justice at Duke Law School have launched a small clearinghouse in North Carolina to 

pair people who may be eligible with volunteer attorneys and volunteer doctors to advocate for 

medical release. If you know someone in North Carolina state prison who could use Medical Release, 

please read this entire document closely for eligibility and referral information.   

  

Who is eligible for medical release?  

 

Right now, North Carolina’s medical release law allows the Parole Commission to consider releasing very 

ill individuals who fall into any of the following categories:  

  

1. “Terminally ill,” meaning that a licensed physician has determined the individual has an 

incurable condition (1) caused by an illness or disease that was unknown at the time of sentencing 

or has progressed since sentencing to become terminal, (2) is likely to produce death within nine 

months, and (3) is so debilitating the individual poses no risk or low risk to public safety;  

2. “Permanently and totally disabled,” meaning that a licensed physician has determined the 

incarcerated individual is permanently and irreversibly physically incapacitated by a physical or 

medical condition that was unknown at the time of sentencing or has progressed since sentencing 

to cause permanent and total disability, and poses no to low risk of public safety; or   

3. “Geriatric,” meaning that the individual is age 55 or older and suffers from a chronic infirmity, 

illness, or disease that has progressed such that the person is medically incapacitated and poses no 

risk or low risk to public safety.  

  

The level of illness and incapacitation must be significant and unlikely to improve. However, even if 

someone is ill enough to fit these criteria, people convicted of capital or Class A, B1, or B2 felonies or 

sexual offenses that require registration are unfortunately not  eligible for medical release.  

  

What if I’m not eligible for medical release because of my conviction or age, but I’m still very sick?  

  

The clearinghouse may be able to assist a small number of people who are parole eligible and very sick. 

If you are not parole or Medical Release eligible, FAMM and the Wilson Center are always working to 

brainstorm whether the medical release law could be changed someday to be more expansive, and we’d 

love to hear your story to inform future policy advocacy efforts.  

.  

How can I learn more?  

  

Reach out via mail to: FAMM State Clearinghouse, 1100 13th Street NW, Suite 201, Washington, DC 

20005, or via phone at: (202) 822-6700, or via email at statemedicalrelease@famm.org.   

  

Please send this to anyone who may need it. We encourage people to print and mail this document to their 

loved ones and contacts inside North Carolina state prisons.  
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