Summer state work round-up
Dear [MEMBER],

Late summer is a time of deep work and preparation for legislative advocates. Most legislative
sessions are over now, with some notable exceptions like California, Michigan, and
Pennsylvania still going on. FAMM state policy staff, our members, and partners use this time
for 2026 strategic planning, coalition building, research, and writing bills and other materials.
Here’s your quarterly round-up of our state work.

Alabama

Legislative session: February 4 — May 19, 2025

The state Bureau of Pardons and Paroles considered new parole guidelines this summer. FAMM
submitted testimony urging them to take a more holistic view of parole and not simply use the
scoring system to punish and restrict parole. We want to see a much higher parole grant rate and
a system that prioritizes second chances. You can read our testimony here:
https://famm.org/famm-statement-al-parole-guidelines-7-2-25/. The updated final guidelines can
be found here: https://paroles.alabama.gov/resources/administrative-rules/. They did not make
most of our suggested changes but did agree to reduce points when someone completes
educational programs, which is positive. Additionally, FAMM submitted testimony to the Joint
Legislative Prison Committee calling for independent prison oversight. This Committee meets
several times per year. Incarcerated people can send the Committee a letter from prison. FAMM
encourages written testimony about prison conditions and the need for independent oversight, or
other relevant topics. Address mail to: Alabama Joint Legislative Prison Committee, 11 South
Union Street, Montgomery, AL 36130.

Arizona

Legislative session: January 13 — May 23, 2025

FAMM successfully helped pass two important pieces of legislation this year! We worked
closely with lawmakers, advocacy partners, and most importantly our FAMMily members to end
the crack powder cocaine sentencing disparity and pass independent prison oversight. These are
huge milestones, but there remains some work to be done on these issues. The independent
prison ombuds office still needs to be funded, and we want the crack powder cocaine law to be
made retroactive. These will likely be Arizona priorities for FAMM in 2026, including early
home confinement, compassionate release, and second look. We continue to develop strong
relationships with lawmakers, and our network of families is growing. Help us spread the word!

California

Legislative session: December 2 — September 12, 2025

FAMM continues to work with local partners and our California FAMMIily members to support
legislation aligned with our issues. In this session our work continues for AB 812, which would
allow for second look resentencing opportunities for incarcerated firefighters; SB 672, which
would allow for second look review of people who are serving life sentences for crimes
committed before the age of 26; and SB 553 which would make it easier for lawmakers to visit
and inspect prisons. FAMM also defends against bad bills when needed. We opposed SB 286
which would carve out certain offenses from the Elderly Parole Program.

Florida


https://famm.org/famm-statement-al-parole-guidelines-7-2-25/
https://paroles.alabama.gov/resources/administrative-rules/

Legislative session: March 4 — May 2, 2025

While Governor DeSantis vetoed HB181 on parole reform, Florida is now focused on Delegation
Meetings across the state. These meetings are powerful because they allow everyday people—
not just organizations—to speak directly to lawmakers. This year we again pursue sponsors for
two major bills: creating an Ombudsman’s office to improve accountability, transparency, and
support for incarcerated people and staff, and expanding parole opportunities through a Long-
Term Sentencing Act. The Act sets a high bar, requiring rehabilitation, education, and readiness
for release, ensuring only those truly prepared can benefit. Change will take time, but we are
confident it will come, and now is the moment to prepare for that second chance. We ask our
Florida members to also follow Florida Cares.

lllinois

Upcoming v session: October 14 — 30, 2025

Since the conclusion of the regular legislative session in May, FAMM members in Illinois have
been working hard preparing for our lobby trip to Springfield during veto session! We are over
halfway through our 8 session training series, with our next discussion being on Illinois' and the
IDOC's budget. You can join us on Thursday, September 4 at 5:00 PM CT to learn about how
much money we spend on incarceration and how we spend it. Register here:
https://act.famm.org/a/intro-impacting-prison-policy-il-4. During the summer we've also been
meeting with some legislators in their district offices to talk with them about the importance of
advancing Credit for Change. This is the legislation we will be lobbying for in October which
would shorten the sentences of many of our loved ones through allowing them to earn time off
their sentences for good behavior and participation in programming.

lowa

Legislative session: January 13 — May 9, 2025

FAMM is continuing our work to create medical release in lowa, which is the only state in the
nation without any compassionate release mechanism. HSB 314 was introduced this year. While
it did not get a hearing in committee due to circumstances beyond our control, it strategically
allows us to reintroduce this bill next year. We hope that being in a good committee already will
make the bill’s path forward an easier one. During the summer, FAMM met with key lawmakers
and government officials to build support for this legislation. If you have a loved one dealing
with medical issues inside, please write to us (Attention: lowa) or have your loved one tell us
about it here: https://famm.org/for-fammilies/#share-your-story.

Maryland

Maryland’s legislative session ended with the passage of SB 181/HB 1123, expanded medical
and geriatric parole opportunities, and HB 853, providing second look opportunities for some
incarcerated people in Maryland who were convicted prior to age 25 and have served at least 20
years of their sentence. As Maryland prepares for these laws to become effective on October 1,
2025, FAMM is working alongside other stakeholders to help support proper implementation
and utilization of these opportunities for incarcerated people to seek relief from excessive and
unnecessary incarceration.

Michigan

Legislative session: January 8 — December 31, 2025

FAMM is working alongside Michigan partners to reform the state’s habitual sentencing
enhancement laws and to end medical co-pays for incarcerated individuals (SB 318). We are also


https://floridacarescharity.org/
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fighting HB 4506, 4507, and 4508—bills that seek to overturn People v. Taylor, Czarnecki, and
Poole, landmark Michigan Supreme Court decisions that struck down mandatory life without
parole for 18- to 20-year-olds. This helps protect second chances for the hundreds of individuals
impacted by these rulings. FAMM has also continued pushing back against legislation that would
create new mandatory minimums (HB 4255 and 4256, and HB 4960 and 4961).

Missouri

Legislative session: January 8 — May 30, 2025

Parole is under consideration in the Show Me state. The Governor created a parole working
group, made up of the Department of Corrections, the Parole Board, and various other people
including some impacted people. This group is reviewing all the parole rules and regulations and
coming up with a list of recommendations by October. FAMM submitted testimony, which you
can read here: https:/famm.org/famm-statement-mo-eo-25-07-parole-working-group-hearing-6-
13-25/. We are asking you to please let the working group know that you also support expanded
parole by clicking here to email them: https://act.famm.org/a/mo-expand-access-parole.

New Jersey

Legislative session: January 14 — December 31, 2025

New Jersey’s General Assembly is still in session, but currently on summer break. There is a lot
to keep an eye on in New Jersey, as these are Governor Murphy’s final months in office and
many state legislators are up for reelection. FAMM is extremely excited about Governor
Murphy’s clemency initiative, which created expanded categorical opportunities for pardons and
commutations in New Jersey. We applaud this critical work around clemency and encourage
Governor Murphy to grant clemency to as many worthy individuals as possible prior to leaving
office.

The New Jersey Criminal Sentencing & Disposition Commission (CSDC) releases regular
reports with recommendations for legislation and efforts to better serve the interests of justice in
New Jersey. The CSDC has recommended the elimination of numerous mandatory minimum
sentences for certain convictions in their reports since 2019, and while some of these
recommendations have been passed by New Jersey’s General Assembly, a number of them still
have not. S3722 and A4464 have been introduced to follow the CSDC recommendation to
eliminate mandatory minimum sentences for lower-lever drug offenses, and FAMM is
supportive of the passage of these bills. FAMM is also hopeful that New Jersey will pass a
“rehabilitative release” bill as recommended by CSDC that would allow people who have
reached a certain age or length of time served to petition for the opportunity to terminate their
incarceration if it is in the interest of public safety. Both S2338 and A4463 have been introduced
to fulfill this recommendation by the CSDC, and FAMM is eager to see passage of a
“rehabilitative release” bill that will also expand opportunities for older and longer serving
incarcerated people to seek relief in New Jersey. Also recommended by the CSDC is the
passage of legislation to allow people who have experienced and survived abuse special
sentencing consideration and the opportunity for post-conviction relief. FAMM also continues to
monitor and oppose legislation containing new or increased mandatory and enhanced sentences
in New Jersey.

Nevada
Legislative session: February 2 — July 28, 2025
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During the 2025 legislative session, FAMM proudly supported Nevada Assembly Bill (AB) 91,
which would make individuals incarcerated in the Nevada Department of Corrections eligible for
a second look review after serving 10 years. Although AB 91 did not pass before the legislature
adjourned, we are working with state partners during the interim to educate lawmakers and the
public on the importance of second chances. FAMM remains committed to advancing this effort
when the legislature reconvenes in 2027.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania’s General Assembly is still in session and late on passing a budget. Due to the
ongoing budget negotiations, not many bills have been active this summer. But, we hope to see
lots of movement on our bills of interest in the falll FAMM is eager to see the House consider
HB 150, which would provide expanded access to medical release for incarcerated people with
certain chronic or terminal medical conditions. Additionally, HB 1550 was introduced, which
would create options for access to age-based relief for incarcerated people aged 50 or older who
have served half their minimum sentence or 25 years of incarceration, whichever is less. As we
await the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s ruling regarding felony murder sentencing in
Commonwealth v. Lee, FAMM is happy to support SB 387 and HB 443, which would allow
parole eligibility after 25 years served for people convicted of felony murder. FAMM is excited
to see the introduction of HB 1506, which would make communications free for people
incarcerated in Pennsylvania. Of interest to FAMM are also three House Resolutions that seek to
humanize and better care for the people living in Pennsylvania’s correctional facilities. HR 36
would commission a study on the quality of libraries in carceral facilities in Pennsylvania; HR 59
would designate November 1, 2025 as “State Correctional Institution Day” in Pennsylvania and
encourage lawmakers to visit a state prison facility unannounced at least twice per year; and HR
189 would commission a study on the nutritional value of food served in Pennsylvania’s State
Correctional Institutions, as well as the nutrition-related health of people living in these facilities.
FAMM also continues to monitor and oppose legislation containing mandatory sentences in
Pennsylvania.

Tennessee

Legislative session: January 14 — April 30, 2025

FAMM continues to work hard to bring independent prison oversight to the state of Tennessee.
We look forward to renewing our efforts in HB454 and SB330, called the Ombudsman Bill, and
helping it pass this upcoming session. Due to the horrible conditions at the Trousdale Turner
Correctional Center, more legislators are adding themselves to the list of supporters or sponsors.
Last session the bill failed because of the estimated cost of $300,000. We are trying to show that
is actually low in terms of the total cost of the state corrections budget annually and considering
the overall benefits of what having an ombudsman's office in place would do.

FAMM also continues to hope that the United States Department of Justice’s investigation of
Trousdale Turner Correctional Center, which we called for, will produce a variety of changes at
that facility that will have a ripple effect on all prisons in the state of Tennessee.

We also look forward to supporting any legislation that will improve Tennessee's sentencing
laws or add opportunities for medical furloughs or geriatric parole. We will continue to defend
against bad bills, including those that would do more harm to incarcerated people or create
nondiscretionary sentences for those being sentenced.

Texas



Legislative session: January 14 — June 2, 2025

FAMM worked with our state partners on multiple bills this session including second look,
compassionate release, prison oversight, and parole reform. Our largest effort went to the
"Sunset Review" of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice where some reforms were made
toward compassionate release. These particular amendments will require the Parole Board to
make rules and regulations accordingly. FAMM will engage with the Parole Board to offer
suggestions and best practices we hope the Board will adopt. We encourage everyone to keep an
eye out for the public comment period where you can also make your voices heard. If you
haven't already, please consider signing up for our emails and joining our Facebook group so you
won't miss any announcements or updates.

Virginia

Legislative session: January 8 — February 22, 2025

On March 24, 2025 Gov. Youngkin signed HB 1955 and SB 888 into law. These identical bills
eliminate the sentencing disparity between the crack and powder forms of cocaine. The two bills
passed out of the legislature with unanimous votes along every stop of the legislative process.
We look forward to more positive reforms in the Commonwealth during the 2026 “long session”.

Washington

Legislative session: January 13 — April 28, 2025

The Washington legislature wrapped up the 2025 regular session last month. Unfortunately, our
two priority pieces of legislation did not pass during the first year of Washington's two-year
session. FAMM's work focused on legislation to make retroactive a 2023 reform that eliminated
the use of juvenile adjudications to automatically enhance a person's sentence in the adult justice
system as well as legislation to give people convicted of an offense before their 21st birthday an
opportunity for release after 15, 20, or 25 years depending on their underlying offense. Both bills
passed the House Community Safety Committee and House Ways and Means Committee. They
will begin next session ready for a floor vote in the House and will not need to go back through
the House committee process.

Please know that FAMM also launched a new campaign this summer: Life on Lockdown: A
Growing Crisis. For the last two years, we have noticed a significant uptick in the outreach we
have received regarding lockdowns in state and federal prisons. We know how hard lockdowns
are on incarcerated people and their families. That is why we are working to finding solutions to
this problem while creating more transparency on the use of lockdowns so that incarcerated
people, their families, and the public are not in the dark about this critical issue.

Your loved ones can sign our campaign launch petition by going to bit.ly/lifeonlockdown famm.

If you have a story to share regarding prison lockdowns, please write to us at:
FAMM

1100 13 Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20005

Thank you.

Daniel Landsman



