State Legislative Work

Summer is here, and some states have already completed their 2025 legislative sessions. Many
are wrapping up now, and others will continue for longer one- and two-year sessions. This map
shows when your state legislative session begins and ends: https://www.ncsl.org/about-state-
legislatures/2025-state-legislative-session-calendar.

Since January, FAMM’s state policy staff have traveled across the country fighting for
sentencing reform, second look laws, independent prison oversight, and much more. We have
met with lawmakers, testified, made countless calls, and mobilized families and our loved ones
inside to level up our collective advocacy. Here’s a round-up of our state work so far this
session.

Alabama

Legislative session: February 4 — May 19, 2025

FAMM continues to work alongside state partners to show lawmakers the horrible conditions in
the state prison system, and we are actively seeking input from our members. If you or your
loved one have experienced state prison lockdowns in Alabama, please tell us about it here:
https://act.famm.org/a/lockdown-experience. FAMM supported various second look and parole
related bills this session, including HB 40 and SB 156. We opposed legislation lengthening
parole reapplication times. None of these bills made it far enough to pass this session. On July
23, the Joint Prison Oversight Committee will have a public hearing in the Capitol. Incarcerated
people can send the committee a letter from prison. FAMM encourages written testimony about
prison conditions and the need for independent oversight, or other relevant topics. Address mail
to: Alabama Joint Legislative Prison Committee, 11 South Union Street, Montgomery, AL
36130.

Arizona

Legislative session: January 13 — May 23, 2025 (extended)

Victory! FAMM, alongside lawmakers, state partners, and most importantly our FAMMily
members, ended the crack powder cocaine sentencing disparity in Arizona this year! HB 2720
passed and was signed into law by Governor Hobbs. We are continuing to work on independent
prison oversight in the extended session, and it passed out of the Senate by a wide margin and
with bipartisan support. We are also supporting early release home confinement. While we were
unable to pass legislation this year on second look or compassionate release, we made progress
by building strong relationships with lawmakers and educating them on why these issues are
important.

Florida

Legislative session: March 4 — May 2, 2025

HB181 passed and is on the Governor's desk for approval. This bill relates to Florida’s old parole
system and adds a requirement that the Florida Commission on Offender Review (FCOR) must
provide a statistical analysis to the legislature annually and must consider a parole candidate’s
vocational training, substance abuse treatment, educational and other self-improvement
programming when reviewing parole eligible individuals. Though many other criminal justice
bills failed this session, including the 72% gain time bill as well as the Long-Term Sentence Act
bill to bring back parole, we are encouraged. The first step in the process of bringing back parole
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is getting the old parole system moving more fluidly. FAMM encourages our Florida members to
advocate with us and Florida Cares; our state partner on the ground.

llinois

Legislative session: January 8 — May 31, 2025

In early May, FAMM and partners held a ground-breaking Subject Matter Hearing before the
Illinois House Judiciary Criminal Committee about the need to implement Credit for Change,
which would peel back the harmful effects of outdated truth-in-sentencing schemes. Credit for
Change would allow all people incarcerated in the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC)
with an outdate to accrue credit off their sentence for consistently engaging in good behavior and
participating successfully in programming or work assignments. Lawmakers heard from national
and state-level policy experts, directly impacted individuals and crime survivors about the
importance of recognizing that individuals in custody have the capacity to change. FAMM also
supported legislation that would require IDOC to maintain information on how many
incarcerated people require skilled nursing care or are in hospice. This bill passed the Senate but
did not make it all the way.

Towa

Legislative session: January 13 — May 9, 2025

FAMM continues to assist efforts to create medical release in lowa, which is the only state in the
nation without any compassionate release mechanism. HSB 314 was introduced this year, and
though it did not get a hearing or pass this session, the ball moved forward. FAMM has met with
many of our lowa members, lawmakers, and government officials to support our continued
efforts next session. If you have a loved one dealing with medical issues inside, please write to
us (Attention: Iowa) or have your loved one tell us about it here: https://famm.org/for-
fammilies/#share-your-story.

Maryland

Legislative session: January 8 — April 7, 2025

Wins! FAMM was in Annapolis this year supporting our issues alongside coalition partners and
witnessing Governor Moore sign several important criminal justice reform bills. First, a new
medical and geriatric parole law (SB 181/Chapter 102; HB 1123/Chapter 103) will expand
medical release and create opportunities for incarcerated people who are age 65 and have served
20 years or more, if they are not considered a risk to public safety. For people to be eligible, they
must be serving a parole-eligible sentence, must not be convicted of a sexual offense, and must
not have any category 1A disciplinary infractions in the last three years. Second, the Maryland
Second Look Act (HB 853/Chapter 96) will allow people to seek a reduction of sentence if they
were convicted between ages 18 and 25 and have served 20 years or more. The relief will not
apply to people who are serving a life without parole sentence, were convicted of a sexual
offense, or of murder involving a first responder in the line of duty. These laws become effective
on October 1, 2025. FAMM is eager to continue our work in Maryland next session to fight for
second look opportunities for all people, regardless of conviction or sentence.

Michigan

Legislative session: January 8 — December 31, 2025

FAMM is working alongside Michigan partners to reform the state’s habitual sentencing
enhancement laws. We are also pushing back against new mandatory minimum bills (HB 4255
and HB 4256) and others trying to roll back the Michigan Supreme Court’s recent decisions on
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emerging adults in People v. Taylor, People v. Czarnecki, and People v. Poole (HB 4506, 4507,
and 4508). These rulings were a major win for second chances. In them, the Michigan Supreme
Court struck down mandatory life without parole sentences for people who were 18, 19, or 20 at
the time of their offense. These decisions give hundreds of individuals the opportunity for a
sentence review. More on the rulings and information for people affected by them:
https://www.sado.org/Articles/Article/1247.

Missouri

Legislative session: January 8 — May 30, 2025

Until the last day of the session, FAMM and state partners fought bad bills that would create
85% and 100% time served requirements and remove parole discretion. So far, we have been
successful, but this is an ongoing, long-term fight in the Show Me state. There is an active state
parole working group meeting this summer, and it may hold additional public hearings which we
let our members know about. We also continue to support independent prison oversight
legislation — HB 603, HB 720, HB 774, and SB 324 “Larry’s Law.” The House Committee
hearing, where FAMM testified, is available to watch here:
https://house.mo.gov/MediaCenter.aspx (see Archive Video — April 2 Corrections Committee).

New Jersey

Legislative session: January 14 — December 31, 2025

FAMM is grateful to see Governor Murphy’s leadership on clemency as he enters his final
months in office; he announced commutations for five incarcerated people serving extremely
long sentences this past spring. FAMM is supporting two bills that would give longer-serving
incarcerated people “rehabilitative release” through the courts. A4463 and S2338 would allow
most incarcerated people over age 60 who have served at least 20 years to petition the court for
rehabilitative release. For people serving convictions for homicide, eligibility would begin at age
62 with 30 years served. People granted rehabilitative release would be subject to a term of 5
years of parole supervision. FAMM also supports A5335, which prohibit sentencing a person to
life without parole if they are under the age of 21 at the time of the offense. We are also
monitoring a few bad bills that would increase certain criminal penalties and create mandatory
minimum sentences and will oppose these bills if they get any traction in the legislature.

Nevada

Legislative session: February 2 — July 28, 2025

This session, FAMM proudly supported Nevada Assembly Bill (AB) 91, which would make
individuals incarcerated in the Nevada Department of Corrections eligible for a second look
review after serving 10 years. While AB 91 passed out of the State Assembly, it did not receive a
vote in the Senate before the legislature adjourned. FAMM remains committed to expanding
second look opportunities in Nevada and will continue this important work when the legislature
reconvenes in 2027.

Pennsylvania

Legislative session: January 7 — November 14, 2025 (two-year session resumes in 2026)

FAMM is working closely with partners and the bipartisan sponsors of HB 150, which would
expand the state’s current, ineffective compassionate release statute. SB 136 in the Senate would
both expand medical release and create a new geriatric release opportunity through the parole
board. Further, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court is expected to issue a ruling this summer in case
the case of Derek Lee, who is challenging the constitutionality of mandatory life without parole
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sentences for second-degree homicide in Pennsylvania. HB 443 and SB 387 also aim to address
this issue and if passed, would remove the possibility of life sentences and cap the sentence to a
number of years. FAMM is also supporting bills such as SB 231 making prison phone calls free,
HB 1042 providing credits off a sentence for completing programing, and encouraging and
facilitating lawmakers to #VisitAPrison. Finally, we are opposing bills that would create new
mandatory minimums.

Tennessee

Legislative session: January 14 — April 30, 2025

FAMM worked hard to improve Tennessee’s compassionate release law this session, including
medical and geriatric parole through HB 36/SB 175. Unfortunately, this legislation stalled due to
outdated “tough on crime” and “truth in sentencing” outlooks in the legislature. We hope to
make a renewed effort next year. We also strongly support the creation of independent prison
oversight of Tennessee’s 14 prisons in SB 330 and HB 454. While we cultivated bipartisan
support for the issue, it ultimately failed because of an estimated cost of $300,000, which is
relatively low to the $1 billion+ given to the Tennessee Department of Corrections (TDOC)
annually. The bill will remain in the Senate Finance Committee until year two of the legislative
session and we will continue to work it. FAMM continues to monitor the United States
Department of Justice investigation into Trousdale Turner Correctional Center, which we helped
Initiate.

Texas

Legislative session: January 14 — June 2, 2025

FAMM worked with state partners on multiple issues this session including second look,
compassionate release, prison oversight, and parole reform. The "Sunset Review" of the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice this year addressed compassionate release. The next step is for
the Parole Board to make rules and regulations pertaining to compassionate release. We hope to
engage and inform those discussions and encourage everyone to keep an eye out for the public
comment period, which we will also let our members know about via emails and our Facebook
group, FAMMilies in Action.

Virginia

Legislative session: January 8 — February 22, 2025

On March 24, 2025 Gov. Youngkin signed HB 1955 and SB 888 into law. These identical bills
eliminate the sentencing disparity between the crack and powder forms of cocaine. The two bills
passed out of the legislature with unanimous votes along every stop of the legislative process.
We look forward to more positive reforms in the Commonwealth!

Washington

Legislative session: January 13 — April 28, 2025

The Washington legislature wrapped up the 2025 regular session last month. Unfortunately, our
two priority pieces of legislation did not pass during the first year of Washington's two-year
session. FAMM's work focused on legislation to make retroactive a 2023 reform that eliminated
the use of juvenile adjudications to automatically enhance a person's sentence in the adult justice
system as well as legislation to give people convicted of an offense before their 21st birthday an
opportunity for release after 15, 20, or 25 years depending on their underlying offense. Both bills
passed the House Community Safety Committee and House Ways and Means Committee. They



will begin next session ready for a floor vote in the House and will not need to go back through
the House committee process.

Due to unavoidable delays with printing and mailing, the FAMM Gram is not the quickest way
to get news about our state or federal legislative work or opportunities for advocacy - which you
can do from inside. Please have a friend or family member sign up for FAMM alerts and our
Facebook group, FAMMilies in Action. We have resources and tools available for all 50 states
and federal advocacy.

Lockdowns

On June 25", FAMM launched a new campaign “Life on Lockdown: A Growing Crisis”. For the
last two years, we have noticed a significant uptick in the outreach we have received regarding
lockdowns in state and federal prisons. We know how hard lockdowns are on incarcerated
people and their families. That is why we are working to finding solutions to this problem while
creating more transparency on the use of lockdowns so that incarcerated people, their families,
and the public are not in the dark about this critical issue.

Your loved ones can sign our campaign launch petition by going to bit.ly/lifeonlockdown_famm
If you have a story to share regarding prison lockdowns, please write to us at:
FAMM

1100 13 Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20005



