
State Clemency Resources

Eligibility Criteria

There is no set rule [for pardon eligibility], but generally, the Board of 

Pardons likes to see a period of good behavior of 3-5 years from the time 

the last sentence was completed (i.e., fines paid and probation completed). 

However, the Board will consider hearing an application if there is an 

extenuating circumstance. The Board of Pardons does not explain its 

criteria for commutations, however, commutations are considered by the 

governor upon its recommendation.

Application Process

 � Pardon Process:

(1) Obtain a certified copy of your criminal history from the State 

Bureau of Identification and certified court dockets and sentencing 

orders for all adult dispositions listed as guilty, unknown, 

unobtainable or transferred on the criminal history.

(2) Follow the detailed instructions provided on the Board of Pardons’ 

checklist: 

 ǯ pardons.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2020/01/ 

pardon_checklist_010920.pdf

 � Commutation Process:

(1) Obtain your up-to-date and complete Offender Status Sheet (all 

pages), which can be requested from your housing unit counselor. 

This document must be attached to your application.

(2) Request Certified Court Dockets and Sentencing Orders for 

offense(s) associated with your incarceration. These documents 

must be attached to your application.

(3) Complete the entire Delaware Board of Pardons Application for 

Commutation by typing in your responses online and then printing 

once complete. You may handwrite your responses neatly if you 

don’t have computer access.

Which form(s) of clemency 

does the state offer?

 � Pardons

 � Commutations

Decisionmaker

The Board of Pardons makes 

recommendations to the governor 

who has the final authority to grant 

pardons and commutations. The 

governor cannot grant a pardon or 

commutation in the absence of a 

recommendation from the board.

 ǯ Resources:  

pardons.delaware.gov

Constitutional and 

statutory authority

 � Constitutional Authority: 

Del. Const., Art. VII § 1
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(4) Complete the Affidavit of Mailing by typing in your responses online 

and then printing once complete. This form must be notarized. 

Include the original Affidavit in your application and mail copies to 

the individuals listed on the form.

(5) Once assembled, make one copy of each document.Mail the 

original application to The Board of Pardons and keep a copy for 

yourself.

(6) Assemble your application by attaching the Certified Court Dockets, 

Sentencing Orders, Offender Status Sheet and all other relevant 

information with paper clips. Stapled documents will not be 

accepted. You can find detailed instructions for this process here: 

 ǯ pardons.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2022/06/

Commutation-Individual-Checklist.pdf
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