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Bill Summary: The North Carolina Next Step Act, HB 988
(Representatives Grange, Turner, and Hardister)

The Bill: The North Carolina Next Step Act would make numerous prison reforms, if passed. A
full list of the reforms is below. FAMM supports this bill.

Who it would help: The bill would help people incarcerated in North Carolina state prisons (not
federal prisons).

Bill Status: This bill is not yet law. The bill was introduced in the North Carolina House of
Representatives on April 25, 2019, by Representatives Holly Grange (R-20), Rena Turner (R-
84), and Jon Hardister (R-59). To become law, it must be approved by committees, pass the
House and the Senate, and be signed into law by the governor.

If passed HB 988 would:
Require the North Carolina Department of Public Safety to keep prisoners who are
parents of minor children incarcerated in facilities within 250 miles of their children,
whenever possible;

- Require the Department of Public Safety to adopt rules so that minor children can have
contact visits with low- or minimum-security custody parents in prison at least twice per
week, and place no limits on the number of minor children who may come to visit;

- Require the Department of Public Safety to keep people in facilities within 125 driving
miles of their families, whenever security, programming, and capacity needs permit, and
move people even closer to home if a bed becomes available within 125 driving miles of
the person’s home;

- Require a study of the number of elderly and seriously i1l people in North Carolina
prisons, and recommendations for improving current procedures to allow for more
releases of those who are costly to incarcerate but do not pose a public safety threat;

- Ban the use of solitary confinement or shackles on women prisoners during pregnancy
and post-partum recovery, and require that women who give birth in prison be given a
three-day bonding period with their newborns;

- Require the Department of Public Safety to provide adequate menstrual products to all
women in North Carolina prisons, and for free to those who are indigent;

- Ban driver’s license revocations for moving violations based solely on a person’s
inability to pay a fine, penalty, or court costs;

- Provide funding to increase drug and mental health treatment in North Carolina prisons;

- Provide funding to Local Reentry Councils to help returning citizens find housing and
transportation, which are key to staying crime-free;

- Provide funding to create a court date reminder system; and

- Establish a Day Treatment Program within the North Carolina Correctional Institution for
Women.
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