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The DIGNITY Act (S. 1524, 115" Congress)

Sponsor: Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)

Cosponsors: Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL), Sen. Kamala Harris
(D-CA), Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Sen. Margaret Hassan (D-NH), and Sen. Kristen
Gillibrand (D-NY)

Introduced on: July 11, 2017

Bill Status: The bill was introduced in the U.S. Senate on July 11, 2017 and referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary. This bill is not a law. To become a law, the bill must be approved
by the judiciary committees, passed by both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate, and signed by the President.

Summary: The DIGNITY Act was introduced by Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey in the
U.S. Senate in 2017. The bill seeks to improve the treatment of incarcerated women and primary
care taker parents who are in federal prisons. The bill includes initiatives to strengthen family
ties between prisoners who are parents and their loved ones by requiring closer placement of
prisoners to their children, increased access to visitation, and free phone and video
communication. The bill also limits the use of segregated housing and shackling on pregnant
women and women in their first eight weeks of postpartum recovery. Parenting classes, trauma-
informed care, mentoring of prisoners by former prisoners, and access to health care products
and services are also among the reforms this bill seeks to enact. FAMM supports the bill.

If passed, the DIGNITY Act would make the following reforms in the treatment of
incarcerated primary care taker parents and women:

e Places prisoners with children close to their children and prioritize visits between
parents and their family. The bill would:

o Create an office within the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) that determines the
geographic placement of prisoners and prioritize placement of parents near their
children.

o Require the BOP director to establish regulations allowing for increased
visitations between parents and their family members. Including:

= Allowing incarcerated parents to receive visits 6 days a week.

= Allow up to 5 adult visitors and unlimited children per visit;

= Permit physical contact unless the prisoner presents an immediate threat;
and

= Keep visitation hours open no less than eight hours per day.

o Prevent the BOP from charging prisoners for phone calls and require the
availability of free videoconferencing for all federal prisoners.

o Authorize the director of the BOP to pilot an overnight visit program for primary
care taker parents.
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Studies have repeatedly shown that maintaining family ties for prisoners improves
reentry results. This reform would increase general public safety and improve
rehabilitation efforts.

¢ Limits the use of segregated housing and shackling. The bill would:
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Prohibit placing pregnant women and women in the first eight weeks of
postpartum recovery in segregated housing, unless they pose an immediate threat
to themselves or others.

Prohibit federal prisons from restraining pregnant women with handcuffs, chains,
irons, straitjackets, or other restraining objects.

Shackles and segregated housing pose serious medical threats to both the mother
and child while providing limited or no safety benefits.

e Increases programming and services available to BOP prisoners. This bill would:
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o

Provide parenting classes to each primary caretaker in BOP facilities;

Provide trauma informed care to prisoners and provide training to BOP staff to
identify prisoners suffering from trauma.

Allow formerly incarcerated individuals to serve as mentors to current BOP
prisoners and to assist prisoners with reentry.

Prohibits the BOP from disqualifying primary caretakers from participating in
RDAP because they failed to disclose, before entering BOP custody, that they
have a substance abuse problem.

These provisions will not only assist in reentry for those incarcerated in the BOP
but will improve outcomes for children with incarcerated parents.

e Improves the treatment and quality of care for prisoners: This bill would:

o

Require the Attorney General to designate an ombudsman to oversee and monitor
prisoner transportation, use of segregated housing, strip searches of prisoners, and
civil rights violations

Require free access to certain healthcare products available to all BOP prisoners.
Products include feminine sanitary products, general hygiene products, and over-
the-counter pain relievers.

Requires the BOP to grant female prisoners access to gynecological care.
Severely limit the ability of correctional officers to conduct strip searches on
prisoners of the opposite sex.



